




1Innovate Public Schools

Innovate Public Schools is dedicated to the mission of giving every child in the 

greater Silicon Valley region the chance to attend a great public school. Our  

organization grows out of the sense of urgency that parents feel when their  

children are stuck in low-performing schools with low expectations.

This is the second edition of the report "Broken Promises: The Children Left Behind 

In Silicon Valley Schools," focused on student achievement in Santa Clara and San 

Mateo counties. This report presents clear data about how public schools are doing 

preparing children for success in college, based on a few of the measures available 

to the public through the California Department of Education. 

Given the persistent achievement gap between ethnic and socio-economic groups, 

we focus on some of the most underserved groups, particularly Latino and African- 

American children. The data paints an alarming picture about the future for so 

many of these children who are denied access to a high-quality school. That’s the 

promise that we, as a community, have broken.

In this new edition, we have updated the data using the most recent available 

results from the 2013 California Standards Test. We have also added many  

new graphs that disaggregate the data by two other large and underserved 

subgroups of students: English Language Learners and low-income children. 

With 54 school districts across the two counties, it is particularly challenging for 

parents and the general public to know how their schools and districts are actually 

doing. Where are the most successful schools? Where are the biggest problems? 

How does my district and my child’s school stack up against the others?

A critical mission of our public school system is to prepare every student for 

success in college and good careers. The reality now is that our children will be 

entering a job market that is increasingly global and highly competitive. Our  

public school system is nowhere near delivering the quality of education called  

for by that reality.

Foreword to the 
Second Edition & 
Acknowledgements
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Slipping Off The 
College Track
Latinos are “slipping off the college track in elementary and middle school, signified 

by their inability to pass algebra in 8th grade and often in 9th,” says Muhammed 

Chaudhry, who runs the Silicon Valley Education Foundation.

Not every 21st-century worker needs a four-year degree, he says. But every student 

should have access to a college-prep curriculum and to career tech courses. “The 

future for a student with only a high school diploma is very limited and the future for a 

student without one is very grim.”

There’s a close connection between years of education and earnings (see Figure 1). 

Less-educated workers not only earn less, they face longer stretches of unemploy-

ment. Workers with a high school diploma or less lost 5.6 million jobs in the reces-

sion, estimates the Georgetown Center on Education and the Workforce.3 There is 

no sign of recovery for less-educated workers.

It’s possible to earn a middle-class income with a one-year certificate or a two-year 

degree in a technical or medical field. But nearly all the high-paying credentials 

require good reading and math skills.4

Many Latino children are behind on the first day of kindergarten. Their parents are 

less likely to be educated and to speak English well. Many may not know how to 

help their children catch up; schools try, but often fail.

“Kids from poor families tend to have less access to reading material” and don’t 

always know about high-tech jobs, says M. Danielle Beaudry, who retired from a 

technology career to teach math at Fremont High School. To succeed in Silicon 

Valley, young people need reading comprehension as well as math, says Beaudry, 

who’s now retired from teaching. “Problem solving is the ‘math’ skill most used in 
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Figure 1
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Paths Diverge in 
Middle School
At most middle schools, the paths diverge when some kids take pre-algebra in 7th 

grade and algebra in 8th, while others wait till high school to try algebra. Passing 

algebra in 8th grade is the first step on the track that leads to geometry in 9th grade, 

advanced algebra in 10th grade, pre-calculus in 11th and calculus in 12th grade. 

Students who aspire to a university degree in a STEM field – science, technology, 

engineering and math – need to be on this track.

In 8th grade, most Asian and white students take algebra and pass the class, opening 

the possibility of 12th-grade calculus and a shot at a high-tech career. By the end 

of 8th grade, only 24% of Latino students in the two counties score as proficient or 

advanced in algebra on state exams, compared to 80% of Asians and 58% of whites. 

Just 14% of students who are English Language Learners are proficient, and only 

29% of low-income students.  (See Figure 2.)

School districts have very different standards for deciding who gets a chance to 

take Algebra I. (See Figure 16 in Appendix: "Who Takes Algebra By 8th grade?".) 

For example, Sunnyvale School District places just 25% of Latinos in algebra in 

middle school (called the “Participation Rate”), compared to 82% of Asians and 63% 

of whites. While 69% of Asians and 50% of whites achieve proficiency, only 7% of 

Sunnyvale Latinos will start high school on the STEM university track. (See Figure 3.)
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Sunnyvale uses grades, test scores and teacher recommendations to determine 

which students are ready to take algebra. The idea behind the policy is that it’s best for 

students to take the course just once and be successful, usually not until high school. 

Most Latino 8th graders in Sunnyvale take Algebra Concepts, which introduces 

vocabulary and skills they’ll need when they tackle Algebra 1 in 9th grade.

The Sunnyvale School District doesn’t track how well their 8th-grade graduates do 

when they move on to the high school district. But most Sunnyvale graduates go to 

Fremont and Homestead high schools. Latinos who take 9th-grade algebra at the 

two high schools do very poorly: Only 11% reach proficiency.

Pushing unprepared students into 8th-grade algebra doesn’t work either. The San 

Mateo-Foster City School District places 72% of Latinos in algebra in middle school 

and posts 13% proficiency, only slightly better than Sunnyvale. Campbell Union lets 

100% take algebra, but only 19% reach proficiency. (See Appendix Figure 12.)

Leaving out districts with few Latino students, Gilroy Unified does best at getting 

Latino students to proficiency in algebra in 8th grade: 63% take the course and 38% 

score as proficient or better.

Even when students pass algebra in middle school, they may repeat it in 9th grade, 

according to the Noyce Foundation’s Pathways Study in 2010. Some schools are 

requiring students with B’s and proficient scores to repeat algebra, according to the 

“Held Back” report. Latinos, African-Americans and Pacific Islanders are the most  

likely to take the course twice.5

Disadvantaged students may find it even harder to get on the STEM university track 

in the future. California is shifting to Common Core standards, which return algebra 

to 9th grade and discourage districts from letting students take it earlier. “Placing 

students into an accelerated pathway too early should be avoided at all costs,” the 

draft framework advises.

In affluent areas, however, there will be enough advanced students to offer a middle 

school algebra class, and educated parents in Silicon Valley are sure to demand as 

much “acceleration” as possible. But algebra may disappear from most California 

middle schools serving primarily low-income children. This could result in an even 

larger education gap between rich and poor.

The middle school years are critical, concludes “The Forgotten Middle,” a 2008 ACT 

report. “The level of academic achievement that students attain by 8th grade has a 

larger impact on their college and career readiness by the time they graduate high 

school than anything that happens academically in high school.”6

“The level of academic 
achievement that students 
attain by 8th grade has a 
larger impact on their col-
lege and career readiness...  
than anything that happens 
academically in high school.”
                             — ACT Report, 2008
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Weak Math Skills 
Are a Dream Killer
The gap widens in high school. Successful students don’t just take the A-G courses 

required by UC and CSU. They take honors and Advanced Placement classes. But 

the promise of college is fading for many Latino students. They’re more likely to drop 

out and far less likely to complete the college-prep courses that would give them a 

chance to attend a UC or CSU school.

In Morgan Hill, where Roberto Aguirrez and his wife are raising their two children, 

only 19% of Latinos graduate from high school on time and eligible for UC and 

CSU admission. That’s why they’re fighting to bring a charter school to Morgan 

Hill. “Charter schools give kids a shot at college,” says Aguirrez. He thinks a college 

degree is essential for his children and their friends.

Among districts serving at least the region average of Latino children, South San 

Francisco Unified is at the top, with 34% of Latinos graduating on time and college 

eligible. But that’s as good as it gets. (See Figure 4.) In Santa Clara and San Mateo 

counties, just 20% of Latinos and 22% of African-Americans graduate in four years 

with the credits to attend a UC or CSU campus, compared to 71% of Asians and 

53% of whites. (See Figure 5.)

Percent of Students with 4-year Graduation and UC/CSU Eligibility, 2012
Districts in Santa Clara and San Mateo counties

School District Latino African  Asian White  Paci�c Filipino 
  American   Islander 

Los Gatos-Saratoga Joint Union High 61% 0% 90% 75% 100% 50%

Palo Alto Uni�ed                                48% 49% 89% 78% NA 67%

Jefferson Union High                            35% 37% 66% 32% 53% 49%

South San Francisco Uni�ed                       34% 27% 77% 46% 0% 54%

Mountain View-Los Altos Union High 29% 27% 88% 75% 20% 61%

Cabrillo Uni�ed                    26% 0% 83% 62% 100% 100%

San Mateo Union High 26% 21% 78% 57% 19% 51%

Fremont Union High 22% 26% 81% 63% 25% 42%

San Jose Uni�ed 22% 37% 72% 46% 31% 48%

Gilroy Uni�ed 20% 38% 65% 47% 50% 46%

Sequoia Union High 20% 19% 72% 65% 17% 47%

Milpitas Uni�ed 19% 23% 67% 36% 50% 36%

Morgan Hill Uni�ed 19% 21% 62% 46% 20% 6%

Campbell Union High 16% 24% 62% 41% 0% 15%

Santa Clara Uni�ed 16% 26% 53% 33% 11% 48%

East Side Union High 12% 17% 55% 27% 15% 31%

Figure 4
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Figure 5
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High school graduates who aren’t UC/CSU eligible can go to low-cost community 

colleges, which offer job training and general education courses that can be the 

start of a bachelor’s degree. Almost 75% of college-going Latinos in California and 

two-thirds of African-Americans enroll in community colleges. But few complete a 

vocational certificate or a two-year degree, much less a bachelor’s degree.7

Weak math skills are a dream killer. 85% of the state’s community college students 

aren’t ready for college math, estimates the Campaign for College Opportunity. By 

one estimate, only 22% of students who start in remedial math will go on to take a 

college-level math course.8

Everyone takes six Advanced Place-
ment (AP) courses and fulfills the 
requirements for admission to Califor-
nia state universities. Nearly everyone 
is accepted at a four-year college or 
university. 

Ninth graders who’ve started out 
behind take a basic skills class in 
addition to college-prep classes. They 
can take more time to pass if they need 
it, says Summit CEO Diane Tavenner. 
“Algebra I ends when you show com-
petency. It doesn’t necessarily end in 
June.”

Because the school is small -- only 400 
students -- nobody is lost in the shuffle. 
All students meet weekly with a faculty 
mentor who helps them set daily and 
weekly goals, track their progress, 
refine their college plan and cope with 
academic or personal challenges. 

Summit Prep’s day starts with reading. 
To build comprehension, students 
answer questions on an e-reading 
platform. 

Technology lets students work at their 
own pace during “personal learning 
time.” Students use online playlists 
developed by teachers, peer-to-peer 
coaching and tutoring to meet their 
individual goals. 

Most of the time is devoted to projects. 
For example, after studying Plato, Aris-
totle, Hobbes, Locke, Montesquieu, 

Rousseau and Voltaire, students write 
from one philosopher’s perspective 
on the question: Can people govern 
themselves? In teams of four (actor, 
PR agent, historian and investigative 
reporter), they represent the philos-
ophers’ views on human nature and 
government at a press conference.  

For eight weeks each year, Summit 
students explore their interests and 
potential careers through internships, 
visual and performing arts workshops, 
community service projects and other 
“real world” activities.

The Summit network has expanded 
to six schools from San Jose to Daly 
City, including a new school in Sunny-
vale that will be grades 6-12.

* Among schools with at least region average for 
percent of Latino students (38%).

Summit Prep

An Early Start 
at College

Highest-performing high school in 
the region for percentage of Latino 
students who graduate in 4 years 
eligible for a state university*

At Summit Prep, a janitor’s daughter 
and the son of a high-tech million-
aire may be partnering for a lab on 
environmental toxins or a discussion 
of dystopian novels. The 10-year-old 
Redwood City charter high school is 
diverse in every way, but all students 
are on the college track.

Half the students are Latino, black 
and Pacific Islanders. Most come from 
low-income and working-class fami-
lies. Many speak English as a second 
language. 

The other half are white and 
Asian-American, typically from 
well-educated, well-to-do families. 

 Summit Prep Charter

API:  845
Total number of students:  406

Student Characteristics Percent
Latino 49%
African American 3%
Asian 6%
White 36%
Paci�c Islander 3%

English Language Learner 12%
Eligible for Free /Reduced Price Meal 38%
Special Education 14%
 
2012 % of Students with 4-Year
 Graduation and UC/CSU Eligibility
Latino 90%
African American 95%
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Top 10 Elementary Schools for English Language Learner Students API
2013 Santa Clara and San Mateo counties
Among schools with at least region average for elementary schools of Spanish Speaking 
English Learners (23%)
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Lowest Scoring Elementary Schools for English Language Learner 
Students API 
Among all schools in Santa Clara and San Mateo counties
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 Gilroy Prep Charter, Gilroy (60% ELL, 53% SpELL)
 Gilroy Uni�ed
 Cornerstone Academy Preparatory Charter (60% ELL, 31% SpELL)
 Franklin-McKinley Elementary
 Voices College-Bound Language Charter (46% ELL, 46% SpELL)
 Franklin-McKinley Elementary
 Lomita Park Elementary (42% ELL, 28% SpELL)
 Millbrae Elementary
 G. W. Hellyer Elementary (46% ELL, 27% SpELL)
 Franklin-McKinley Elementary
 Franklin Elementary (55% ELL, 25% SpELL)
 Franklin-McKinley Elementary
 James McEntee Academy (29% ELL, 24% SpELL)
 Alum Rock Union Elementary
 Rocketship Mateo Sheedy Elemen Charter (67% ELL, 64% SpELL)
 Santa Clara County Of�ce of E
 George Mayne Elementary (52% ELL, 39% SpELL)
 Santa Clara Uni�ed
 Ben Painter Elementary (45% ELL, 23% SpELL)
 Alum Rock Union Elementary

 Vallemar Elementary (6% ELL, 3% SpELL)
 Paci�ca
 Grant Elementary (57% ELL, 54% SpELL)
 San Jose Uni�ed
 San Martin/Gwinn Elementary (47% ELL, 46% SpELL)
 Morgan Hill Uni�ed
 Park Elementary (47% ELL, 41% SpELL)
 San Mateo-Foster City
 El Toro Elementary (26% ELL, 23% SpELL)
 Morgan Hill Uni�ed
 Panorama Elementary (9% ELL, 6% SpELL)
 Brisbane Elementary
 Santee Elementary (76% ELL, 66% SpELL)
 Franklin-McKinley Elementary
 Laurel Elementary (12% ELL, 8% SpELL)
 Menlo Park City Elementary
 Merritt Trace Elementary (42% ELL, 39% SpELL)
 San Jose Uni�ed
 McKinley Elementary (76% ELL, 69% SpELL)
 Franklin-McKinley Elementary
 Highlands Elementary (19% ELL, 15% SpELL)
 San Mateo-Foster City
 Canoas Elementary (44% ELL, 36% SpELL)
 San Jose Uni�ed
 Fiesta Gardens International Elemen (43% ELL, 43% SpELL)
 San Mateo-Foster City
 Horace Mann Elementary (52% ELL, 47% SpELL)
 San Jose Uni�ed
 Alvin S. Hatch Elementary (46% ELL, 45% SpELL)
 Cabrillo Uni�ed
 Los Robles Magnet Academy (93% ELL, 91% SpELL)
 Ravenswood City Elementary
 Gardner Elementary (58% ELL, 56% SpELL)
 San Jose Uni�ed
 Farallone View Elementary (35% ELL, 33% SpELL)
 Cabrillo Uni�ed
 John Gill Elementary (58% ELL, 54% SpELL)
 Redwood City Elementary
 Katherine R. Smith Elementary (59% ELL, 44% SpELL)
 Evergreen Elementary
 Pescadero Elementary and Middle (67% ELL, 67% SpELL)
 La Honda-Pescadero Uni�ed
 Gar�eld Elementary (74% ELL, 74% SpELL)
 Redwood City Elementary
 Belle Haven Elementary (71% ELL, 67% SpELL)
 Ravenswood City Elementary
 Empire Gardens Elementary (67% ELL, 64% SpELL)
 San Jose Uni�ed

680

836

849

850

665

665

 Percent of students at the school who are English Language Learners (ELL) followed 
 by percent who are Spanish Speaking English Language Learners (SpELL) are indicated 
 in parentheses next to the school's name.

Schools Bucking 
The Trends
It’s not hopeless. Despite all the challenges, there are a growing number of schools in 

Santa Clara and San Mateo counties where most Latino students are reaching profi-

ciency in reading and math, passing algebra in 8th grade and qualifying for university 

admission.

Across the two counties, most of the top-performing schools for Latinos are charter 

schools or new, small, autonomous schools in East San Jose that are part of the Alum 

Rock School District.

Three top schools are profiled in this report: Gilroy Prep, a charter elementary school 

in Gilroy; Renaissance Middle School, a district school in Alum Rock; and Summit 

Prep, a charter high school in Redwood City.

Led by PACT, East San Jose parents have been fighting for new schools for 13 years. 

Alum Rock, once known for low-performing schools and political infighting, now 

boasts high-performing charters and new district schools such as Russo, McEntee, 

LUCHA, Adelante Dual Language Academy and Renaissance. Many of the other 

district schools have improved, too. For the first time in generations, parents have real 

choices in the district.

Of the 10 Latino-serving elementary schools with the highest proficiency scores 

(among schools with at least 38% Latino students, which is the region average), four 

are charter schools, led by Gilroy Prep, with a 938 Latino API, followed by two charter 

schools in Franklin-McKinley School District. The top district elementary schools for 

Latino students are in South San Francisco, Millbrae, Evergreen, Oak Grove, Gilroy, 

and Moreland. (See Figure 7.)

At KIPP Heartwood, an Alum Rock charter, an extraordinary 73% of Latinos are 

proficient in algebra. Five of the top six middle schools are charters or autonomous 

schools located in Alum Rock. Ida Jew Academies in the Mt. Pleasant District also 

makes the top five, with 46% proficient. (See Figure 8.) The top middle schools make 

sure that most, if not all, of their 8th graders have taken algebra.

Among high schools serving at least the region average of Latino students (38%), 

four of the top five schools preparing Latino students for college are charters: Summit 

Prep (90%), KIPP San Jose Collegiate (83%), Aspire East Palo Alto Phoenix Academy 

(62%), and Downtown College Prep (49%). The one traditional school on the top five 

list is Jefferson High in Daly City, where 78% of the Latino students graduate in 4 years 

with the credits to enter a state university. (See Figure 9.)

Many of the schools that are effective for disadvantaged students are smaller schools. 

Students and their parents have chosen to be there. Principals have chosen teachers 

who want to be there. It’s much easier to create a sense of community and purpose.

Many of these schools enroll students who have struggled. ACE Charter Middle 

School recruits low-scoring students: Its program is designed for children who are 

way behind academically. Downtown College Prep has a similar philosophy.

Effective schools organize  
to reach their goals. They 
focus intensely on track-
ing students’ progress to 
make sure they get help 
when they need it – before 
they lose hope.
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Top 10 Elementary Schools for English Language Learner Students API
2013 Santa Clara and San Mateo counties
Among schools with at least region average for elementary schools of Spanish Speaking 
English Learners (23%)
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Lowest Scoring Elementary Schools for English Language Learner 
Students API 
Among all schools in Santa Clara and San Mateo counties
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 Gilroy Prep Charter, Gilroy (60% ELL, 53% SpELL)
 Gilroy Uni�ed
 Cornerstone Academy Preparatory Charter (60% ELL, 31% SpELL)
 Franklin-McKinley Elementary
 Voices College-Bound Language Charter (46% ELL, 46% SpELL)
 Franklin-McKinley Elementary
 Lomita Park Elementary (42% ELL, 28% SpELL)
 Millbrae Elementary
 G. W. Hellyer Elementary (46% ELL, 27% SpELL)
 Franklin-McKinley Elementary
 Franklin Elementary (55% ELL, 25% SpELL)
 Franklin-McKinley Elementary
 James McEntee Academy (29% ELL, 24% SpELL)
 Alum Rock Union Elementary
 Rocketship Mateo Sheedy Elemen Charter (67% ELL, 64% SpELL)
 Santa Clara County Of�ce of E
 George Mayne Elementary (52% ELL, 39% SpELL)
 Santa Clara Uni�ed
 Ben Painter Elementary (45% ELL, 23% SpELL)
 Alum Rock Union Elementary

 Vallemar Elementary (6% ELL, 3% SpELL)
 Paci�ca
 Grant Elementary (57% ELL, 54% SpELL)
 San Jose Uni�ed
 San Martin/Gwinn Elementary (47% ELL, 46% SpELL)
 Morgan Hill Uni�ed
 Park Elementary (47% ELL, 41% SpELL)
 San Mateo-Foster City
 El Toro Elementary (26% ELL, 23% SpELL)
 Morgan Hill Uni�ed
 Panorama Elementary (9% ELL, 6% SpELL)
 Brisbane Elementary
 Santee Elementary (76% ELL, 66% SpELL)
 Franklin-McKinley Elementary
 Laurel Elementary (12% ELL, 8% SpELL)
 Menlo Park City Elementary
 Merritt Trace Elementary (42% ELL, 39% SpELL)
 San Jose Uni�ed
 McKinley Elementary (76% ELL, 69% SpELL)
 Franklin-McKinley Elementary
 Highlands Elementary (19% ELL, 15% SpELL)
 San Mateo-Foster City
 Canoas Elementary (44% ELL, 36% SpELL)
 San Jose Uni�ed
 Fiesta Gardens International Elemen (43% ELL, 43% SpELL)
 San Mateo-Foster City
 Horace Mann Elementary (52% ELL, 47% SpELL)
 San Jose Uni�ed
 Alvin S. Hatch Elementary (46% ELL, 45% SpELL)
 Cabrillo Uni�ed
 Los Robles Magnet Academy (93% ELL, 91% SpELL)
 Ravenswood City Elementary
 Gardner Elementary (58% ELL, 56% SpELL)
 San Jose Uni�ed
 Farallone View Elementary (35% ELL, 33% SpELL)
 Cabrillo Uni�ed
 John Gill Elementary (58% ELL, 54% SpELL)
 Redwood City Elementary
 Katherine R. Smith Elementary (59% ELL, 44% SpELL)
 Evergreen Elementary
 Pescadero Elementary and Middle (67% ELL, 67% SpELL)
 La Honda-Pescadero Uni�ed
 Gar�eld Elementary (74% ELL, 74% SpELL)
 Redwood City Elementary
 Belle Haven Elementary (71% ELL, 67% SpELL)
 Ravenswood City Elementary
 Empire Gardens Elementary (67% ELL, 64% SpELL)
 San Jose Uni�ed
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836

849
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 Percent of students at the school who are English Language Learners (ELL) followed 
 by percent who are Spanish Speaking English Language Learners (SpELL) are indicated 
 in parentheses next to the school's name.
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 Gilroy Prep Charter (60%)
 Gilroy

 Voices College-Bound Charter (90%)
 Franklin-McKinley

 Cornerstone Academy Preparatory Charter (50%)
 Franklin-McKinley

 Ponderosa Elementary (51%)
 South San Francisco

 Lomita Park Elementary (52%)
 Millbrae

 Cadwallader Elementary (43%)
 Evergreen

 Rocketship Mateo Sheedy Elementary (89%)
 Santa Clara COE

 Santa Teresa Elementary (40%)
 Oak Grove

 Rod Kelley Elementary (84%)
 Gilroy

 George C. Payne Elementary (38%)
 Moreland

Top 10 Elementary Schools for Latino API
2013 Santa Clara and San Mateo counties 
Among schools with at least region average of Latino students (38%)

842

844

845

846

851

853

881

894

938

843

Figure 7

Lowest Scoring Elementary Schools for Latino API 
Among all schools in Santa Clara and San Mateo counties
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Note: Percentage of students who are Latino is in parentheses next to school name.

 Lakewood Elementary (44%)
 Sunnyvale

 Highlands Elementary (24%)
 San Mateo-Foster City

 Parkside Elementary (39%)
 San Mateo-Foster City

 College Park Elementary (25%)
 San Mateo-Foster City

 Edenvale Elementary (83%)
 Oak Grove

 Daniel Lairon Elementary (90%)
 Franklin-McKinley

 Orchard Elementary (36%)
 Orchard

 Merritt Trace Elementary (69%)
 San Jose

 Grant Elementary (86%)
 San Jose

 Park Elementary (56%)
 San Mateo-Foster City

 Canoas Elementary (68%)
 San Jose

 Alexander Rose Elementary (39%)
 Milpitas

 Alvin S. Hatch Elementary (59%)
 Cabrillo

 McKinley Elementary (89%)
 Franklin-McKInley

 Farallone View Elementary (44%)
 Cabrillo

 Gardner Elementary (90%)
 San Jose

 Los Robles Magnet Academy (95%)
 Ravenswood

 Santee Elementary (82%)
 Franklin-McKinley

 Horace Mann Elementary (79%)
 San Jose

 Robert Randall Elementary (47%)
 Milpitas

 Gar�eld Elementary (97%)
 Redwood City

 John Gill Elementary (74%)
 Redwood City

 Pescadero Elementary and Middle (76%)
 La Honda-Pescadero

 Empire Gardens Elementary (90%)
 San Jose

 Belle Haven Elementary (81%)
 Ravenswood

 Katherine R. Smith Elementary (68%)
 Evergreen
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Latinos Have 
High Aspirations
Immigrant parents care about their children’s futures and value education. In a Pew 

survey, 88% of Hispanics said it's very important to go to college. In a survey of the 

general population, 74% said it was an important goal.

Latino students in the class of 2012 had high aspirations, ACT reports.9 Of those who 

took the ACT, 36% were aiming at a professional or graduate degree, 42% wanted a 

bachelor’s degree and 6% planned to earn an associate or vocational degree.

But only 13% of Latinos who took the ACT were fully prepared to pass a college 

writing, algebra or biology class or read a college-level social science book. That 

compares to 32% of whites and 42% of Asian-Americans. 44% of Latinos were not 

prepared for college in any subject.

They are dreaming the American dream: You get an education, go to college, get a 

good job. But many lost their chance in 3rd grade, when they fell behind in reading, or 

in middle school, when they dropped down to the low-expectations math track.

These young people don’t have the reading, writing, math and science competence 

to study programming, accounting or nursing at San Jose State. They’re not prepared 

to train for a computer networking job at Foothill College.

“Americans need to understand that the good jobs that require only a high school 

education are gone and will not be coming back,”10 writes Anthony Carnevale, 

Director of the Georgetown Center on Education and the Workforce. Postsecondary 

education – from a vocational certificate to a bachelor’s degree – is “the gatekeeper to 

the middle class,” a Georgetown report warns.11

Many young people are failing in conventional schools. But there are mission-driven 

schools that are helping students make the dream a reality – places where that 

promise of a quality education for all children is being kept alive.

“I feel powerless sometimes,” says Aguirrez. “But I keep fighting. It’s not just my kids. 

It’s about all the kids.”

88% of Hispanics said  
it’s very important to  
go to college – a higher  
percentage than the  
general population.  
  — Pew Research Hispanic Center, 2009



http://www.innovateschools.org/BrokenPromises_Supplemental_Technical_Guide.pdf
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Pro�ciency Rate: Participation Rate:
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Bayshore Elementary (29%)

Millbrae Elementary (20%)

Milpitas Uni�ed (47%)

Berryessa Union Elementary (35%)

Evergreen Elementary (33%)

South San Francisco Uni�ed (48%)

Gilroy Uni�ed (54%)

Luther Burbank (91%)

Mountain View Whisman (39%)

Burlingame Elementary (14%)

Alum Rock Union Elementary (85%)

Franklin-McKinley Elementary (69%)

Brisbane Elementary (30%)

Santa Clara Uni�ed (47%)

Oak Grove Elementary (49%)

Redwood City Elementary (68%)

Jefferson Elementary (58%)

Mt. Pleasant Elementary (66%)

Paci�ca (22%)

Los Altos Elementary (5%)

Cupertino Union (5%)

San Jose Uni�ed (50%)

Palo Alto Uni�ed (8%)

Cambrian (18%)

Campbell Union (46%)

Ravenswood City Elementary (93%)

San Bruno Park Elementary (36%)

Moreland Elementary (35%)

Orchard Elementary (52%)

Morgan Hill Uni�ed (38%)

Sunnyvale (49%)

San Mateo-Foster City (34%)

Cabrillo Uni�ed (37%)

78%

44%

44%

41%

40%

38%

36%

35%

34%

33%

32%

31%

31%

31%

29%

28%

28%

26%

26%

24%

22%

19%

17%

18%

16%

17%

12%

8%

10%

Note: Based on CST Algebra 1 results from 2012 and 2013.  Pro�ciency data for the following districts are not available due to 
the low number of Low-Income students taking Algebra in Grade 8: Belmont-Redwood Shores Elem, Hillsborough City Elem, 
La-Honda-Pescadero Uni�ed, Las Lomitas Elem, Menlo Park City Elem,Portola Valley Elem, San Carlos Elem, Woodside Elem, 
Loma Prieta Joint Union Elem, Los Gatos Union, Saratoga Union, and Union Elem.

22%

21%

23%

27%

Figure 13 Low Income Students Algebra Pro�ciency by End of 8th Grade
San Mateo and Santa Clara School Districts
Percentage of Low Income students is in parentheses next to district.
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Top 10 Middle Schools for Low Income Students
Algebra Pro�ciency by End of 8th Grade (2012 and 2013 CST)
Among schools with at least region average for percent of Low-Income students (36%)

47%

49%

49%

65%

71%

73%

47%

Figure 14

Lowest Scoring Middle Schools for Low Income Students  
for Algebra Pro�ciency (2012 and 2013 CST)
Among all schools in Santa Clara and San Mateo counties

12%

13%

13%

14%

14%

15%

15%

17%

12%

10%

10%

10%

10%

8%

3%

 Shirakawa (George) Elementary (60%)
 Franklin-McKinley Elementary
 KIPP Heartwood Academy (86%)
 Alum Rock Union Elementary
 Renaissance Academy I (100%)
 Alum Rock Union Elementary
 Adelante Dual Language Academy (100%)
 Alum Rock Union Elementary
 Downtown College Prep (86%)
 Santa Clara County Of�ce of Education
 Thomas Russell Middle (40%)
 Milpitas Uni�ed
 Ida Jew Academies (62%)
 Mt. Pleasant Elementary
 ACE Charter (92%)
 Santa Clara County Of�ce of Education
 Piedmont Middle (48%)
 Berryessa Union Elementary
 River Glen (43%)
 San Jose Uni�ed

 Orchard Elementary (52%)
 Orchard Elementary
 Moreland Middle (37%)
 Moreland Elementary
 Sylvandale Middle (65%)
 Franklin-McKinley
 Aspire East Palo Alto Charter (92%)
 Ravenswood City Elementary
 Willow Glen Middle (40%)
 San Jose Uni�ed
 Campbell Middle (69%)
 Campbell Union
 Jordan (David Starr) Middle (8%)
 Palo Alto Uni�ed
 Columbia Middle (68%)
 Sunnyvale
 Ronald McNair Academy (94%)
 Ravenswood City Elementary
 CAVA @ San Mateo Charter (35%)
 Jefferson Elementary
 Sunnyvale Middle (38%)
 Sunnyvale
 Murphy (Martin) Middle (34%)
 Morgan Hill Elementary
 Cesar Chavez Elementary (96%)
 Ravenswood City Elementary
 Cupertino Middle (9%)
 Cupertino Union
 Cunha (Manuel F.) Intermediate (36%)
 Cabrillo Uni�ed
 Abbott Middle (38%)
 San Mateo-Foster City
 Sunrise Middle Charter (97%)
 San Jose Uni�ed
 THE Bayside S.T.E.M. Academy (57%)
 San Mateo-Foster City

11%

43%

56%

5%

5%

Note: Percentage of students who are Latino is in parentheses next to school name.

57%
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Who Takes Algebra by 8th grade?
Algebra 1 7th/8th Grade Participation Rates by District (2012/2013)

Figure 16

School District Latino African  Asian White  Paci�c Filipino 
  American   Islander 

Cabrillo Uni�ed 14% NA 100% 66% NA 33%

Union Elementary 24% 18% 82% 53% 0% 55%

Moreland Elementary 24% 62% 90% 75% 33% 44%

Sunnyvale 25% 29% 82% 63% 75% 57%

Cupertino Union 30% 43% 94% 78% 63% 50%

La Honda-Pescadero Uni�ed 30% NA 100% 50% 100% NA

San Carlos Elementary 38% 0% 100% 67% 100% 33%

Franklin-McKinley Elementary 38% 32% 81% 70% 50% 86%

Menlo Park City Elem 39% 0% 92% 79% 50% 50%

Santa Clara Uni�ed 46% 57% 86% 68% 64% 69%

Jefferson Elementary 46% 39% 86% 62% 50% 66%

Millbrae Elementary 51% 20% 91% 56% 56% 89%

Alum Rock Union Elem 54% 33% 72% 65% 57% 75%

Belmont-Redwood Shores El 55% 42% 100%* 90% 50% 75%

Evergreen Elementary 56% 49% 94% 84% 75% 82%

Portola Valley Elementary 57% NA 100% 87% NA NA

Oak Grove Elementary 61% 81% 97% 84% 60% 94%

Berryessa Union Elementary 61% 71% 100%* 80% 100%* 100%

Gilroy Uni�ed 63% 56% 92% 79% 100% 93%

Mountain View Whisman 67% 46% 100% 100%* 0% 72%

Los Altos Elementary 68% 100% 97% 95% 100% 100%

San Mateo-Foster City 72% 85% 97% 97% 69% 91%

Redwood City Elementary 75% 61% 80% 79% 69% 85%

Saratoga Union Elementary 78% NA 93% 79% NA 50%

Burlingame Elementary 79% NA 100%* 97% 100% 89%

South San Francisco Uni�ed 82% 58% 99% 86% 86% 94%

Morgan Hill Uni�ed 84% 90% 97% 98% 100% 89%

Cambrian 84% 100% 98% 92% 100% 100%

Milpitas Uni�ed 85% 86% 100%* 96% 100% 95%

Paci�ca 89% 83% 95% 95% 100% 90%

Mt. Pleasant Elementary 90% 83% 97% 100% 100% 100%

Las Lomitas Elementary 91% 0% 100%* 96% 100% 50%

San Jose Uni�ed 91% 88% 100% 97% 71% 98%

Palo Alto Uni�ed 97% 96% 95% 99% 100% 89%

Bayshore Elementary 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Brisbane Elementary 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Campbell Union 100% 100% 100%* 100%* 100% 100%*

Hillsborough City Elem 100% NA 98% 95% 0% 88%

Loma Prieta Joint Union Elementary 100% NA 100% 98% NA NA

Los Gatos Union Elementary 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% NA

Luther Burbank 100% 100% 100% 100% NA NA

Orchard Elementary 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Ravenswood City Elem 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

San Bruno Park Elementary 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Woodside Elementary 100% 100% 100% 100% NA NA

*Participation rates at these districts exceed 100% due to changes in student enrollment from 7th to 8th grade.
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Low-Income Students API – San Mateo and Santa Clara School Districts
Percentage of Low-Income students is in parentheses next to district. (Based on 2013 CST)

Figure 18

Note: Hillsborough, Lakeside Joint and Loma Prieta Joint Union are excluded because there are fewer than 11 Low-Income 
students contributing towards the API score.

 Woodside Elementary (9%)

 Union Elementary (13%)

 Millbrae Elementary (20%)

 Cupertino Union (5%)

 Paci�ca (22%)

 Berryessa Union Elementary (35%)

 Las Lomitas Elementary (3%)

 Burlingame Elementary (14%)

 Evergreen Elementary (33%)

 Alum Rock Union Elementary (85%)
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 Luther Burbank (91%)
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